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his Life (compleated from a Plan drawn up by his Grace) by Mr. Theobald"
(Daily Journal, Jan. 22, 1722; Sherburn, p. 222), but the project was brought
to the notice of the House of Lords (perhaps by Pope), and Gurll was forced to
omit Theobald's Life from the volume which he eventually published. Theo-
bald's hostility to Pope may date from this episode. He wrote the prologue for
Moore Smythe's Rival Modes, 1727. In the Peri Bathous Theobald was classed
by Pope among the eels and swallows; and in "A Fragment of a Satire," pub-
lished in the same volume of Miscellanies as the Peri Bathous, there occurred a
reference to *'piddling T------s", one of the "word-catchers** who lived on
syllables. Theobald may have taken his revenge for this in the anonymous
"Essay on the Art of a Poet's Sinking in Reputation'* which appeared in Mis?$
Journal, March 30, 1728. In 1728 Theobald edited a volume of Wycherley's
posthumous pieces, and promised a second. Pope, however, who characterized
him in a letter to Lord Oxford, Oct. 16, 1729, as "an unlicensed and presump-
tuous mercenary", brought out a second volume himself, and announced that
nothing else of Wycherley's which was "fit for the press" now remained to be
published. Theobald took notice of the Dunciad in a letter printed in Ttie Daily
Journal, April 17, 1729. Early in 1730 he wrote to Warburton, with whom he
was corresponding regularly on Shakespeare, to say that he intended to bring
out "An Essay upon Mr. Pope*s Judgment" extracted from his works, but he
seems to have abandoned this project (J. Nichols, Lit. ML, ii 551 flT., 566 flf.).
Theobald, in fact, was always a dignified opponent, and even in Shakespeare
Restored he made it clear that it was the editor, and not the poet, that he was
criticizing. In December, 1730, on Eusden's death, he "put in for the withered
laurel," and was warmly recommended by Walpole to the Lord Chamberlain,
but found himself "supplanted by Keyber" (ibid., p. 617). His Shakespeare was
published in 1734 (dated 1733): a second edition appeared in 1740.
*THOMAS, Elizabeth (1667-1731). A ii 66; B ii 70. "Curll's Corinna." The
name had been given to her by Dryden, who corresponded with her in his old
age. She became the mistress of Pope's friend, Henry Cromwell, who passed on
to her some of Pope's letters which she sold to Curl) for ten guineas. According
to Ayre (i 192), she "pass'd whole Days, and often more than Days, with either
Mr. Cromwell or Mr. Pope, or both". The suggestion, so far as Pope was con-
cerned, fe almost certainly false. Mrs Thomas retaliated feebly to Pope's
disgraceful attack by compiling The Dunciad Dissected (Gurll, Key, 2nd ed.,
p. 31). The story of her later amours and misfortunes is told in full in T.
Gibber's Lives of the Poets, iv 158-60. From some details of her medical history
given there, it seems possible that Pope's reference to Mrs Thomas is not only
disgusting but also accurate.
TOLAND, John (1670-1722). A ii 367, iii 208; B ii 399, iii 212. Deist, and
author of'Christianity not Mysterious (1696), a work which provoked a considerable
controversy and was presented by the Grand Jury of Middlesex. He wrote on
political questions, not always on the same side, and was at one time on govern-